Room 1:
We are all really enjoying our year in Room 1. We have had lots of
social outings and are really enjoying spending time in the local
community. We are spending lots of time socialising with classmates
in our coffee club or when playing board games. We are working on
our school leavers programme and enjoying group work activities,
interactive whiteboard games and taking responsibility for different
jobs in school. We are enjoying PE including our aqua aerobics class,
our daily mile, and our rugby training. We will be starting rowing club
in March. In December we raised money for the Blue Little Hero’s
and had a Christmas jumper day. We all got a turn in the garda car.
This month we are looking forward to our well-being day! We made
some money for our social outings this year by organising a car wash.
We would like to start this again when the weather gets better!

Room 2: Newsletter February 2022
We had a busy winter in room 2. We went for winter sensory walks
followed by hot chocolates. We have introduced morning movement
breaks, yoga and mindfulness (breathing exercises) to our morning
schedule and that has helped students to co- regulate and focus on
their tasks.

We are continuing with our reading programme Stories with Symbols.
It is a great Literacy programme that supports Language and Literacy
skills. The pupils’ verbal language has improved since we started the
programme and they enjoy having a book each to follow the story
time.

We have also worked on our life skills, the pupils are being given
several opportunities a day to put on and off their coats, hang their
bags in their designated space. We have enjoyed music classes
learning how to distinguish the sounds of different instruments,
follow the Rhythm of nursery rhymes. During music classes we also
practice counting our numbers by counting the beats of the shakers.

We have practices fine motor and sensory skills to support SPHE, mark
making and pre writing skills. The students have been practicing
recognising their names by matching their photos and names.

Following RSE curriculum we have been learning about the
importance of privacy when using the toilet, safe and appropriate
touch and personal space.
We are practicing our core vocabulary daily and we practice lamh signs
throughout the day. We have three sessions of Attention autism
during the week when we include our Science classes: fizz experiment,
melting ices, colouring shaving foam and observing its texture.
Before February midterm break we held our well-being week. We
were already practicing our breath and blow for Sensory motor skills
and we are now transferring these skills to breath and co- regulate
when are experiencing big feelings.
We are looking forward to enjoying the brighter Spring days and
experience all sensory activities in the Spring.
Katia Campion

Room 3:
We have had lots of fun over the last few months celebrating World
Book Day, Pancake Tuesday and our Amber Flag fun day and
fundraiser. We love doing messy play activities, playing our musical
instruments, doing yoga and Attention Autism sessions. We have
also enjoyed two trips to the cinema and Mc Donald’s. We have
started going swimming on Tuesdays and Thursdays which we all
love.

Room 4: We welcomed everyone back to school in January for term
two after a lovely restful Christmas break. Class 4 continued Covid 19
practises including handwashing, coughing etiquette and social
distancing. Class 4 learnt all about likes, dislikes, favourite activities,
non-verbal communication and danger in the environment during
SPHE lessons. During Art lessons we created cards for Valentine’s day
and we started our spring display board including making daffodils,
grass, the sun and the sky from recycled materials. For SESE we
explored our local community while respecting Covid 19 guidelines we
visited working on social and functional numeracy skills by purchasing
items in Spar, posting letters and visiting the main house for tea and
coffee. We continued our nature walks collecting leaves, daffodils and
feeding birds in the sensory garden. We then set up a spring table to
display all our findings. During these daily walks we continued
completing a mile a day challenge in conjunction with the active
school flag programme.
Room 4 continued work on their JC1 programme and enjoyed making
instruments from recycled materials and playing these during music
lessons. For the PE strand we are using the new outdoor gym
equipment weekly and continuing to work on coordinating
movements for dance similar to what we did for the whole school
dance. The students are enjoying mark making creating texts using
gestures, words and sounds to focus attention. We are working on
using digital technology using interactive computer games and
switches.

Room 5:
Students in room 5 have been very busy working on their numeracy
and literacy skills throughout the term. Students enjoyed trips to the
local shops as part of their social training programme.
Students are really progressing well in their yoga and enjoy the
relaxation afterwards.
On our display board we created a lovely St. Valentines theme.
Students are now working hard on art work for a spring and St.
Patricks Day display boards.
We received our Incredible Edibles boxes containing our grow pack.
Students planted potatoes and strawberries and some herbs in pots
in the class. They are coming along nicely, shoots are appearing. We
are working on worksheets and activities about the Incredible
Edibles. It is great fun!!
We are looking forward to doing more outdoor social training in the
coming weeks with the weather improving.
Leanne Murphy

Room 6: I hope everyone had an enjoyable midterm. Last term the
children gained confidence and self-esteem while learning and
building up life and social skills. This term we will use different
methodologies to achieve this including circle time, cooperative
learning and guided discovery. It is important for us to show each
other respect and value others opinions and we will be learning more
about this in our SPHE and RSE classes. Aistear has become a huge
part of our morning routine. The children have a chance to play
together while being creative and using their imagination in art,
sand, water and role-play. The numeracy and literacy programs we
have been working on have been a great success and the children are
making great progress. The children have a chance to use social skills,
be it on a trip to the shop or a fieldtrip. We are lucky to be involved
in other activities in the school including yoga and swimming lessons
that are active and enjoyable. The wellbeing and safety of each
individual child in room 6 takes priority in my classroom. As Easter is
approaching and the weather is getting good, room 6 will be utilizing
the field for walks, the sensory garden and the whole campus for
activities. Room 6 will be a class where children will be educated,
nurtured and where they build up social and life skills. Room 6 are in
the process of growing herbs and flowers. We have purchased two
poly tunnels and we will be using them as often as possible. Fun and
creativity are paramount and I want children to express themselves
through the arts and music. Parents can contact me via email, note
or phone at any time. I feel it is vital that parents and teacher have a
positive working relationship, where there is trust and
communication. Both parties have the best interests for each child in
room 6. I hope everyone has a great term and as Dr Seuss would say
“The more that you read. The more things you will know. The more
that you learn. The more places you’ll go”.

Room 7: has been very busy this term working hard on our school
leavers programme and JC1 programme. We enjoy learning about
time (morning and night), people who help us, private and public
places and different emotions (happy, sad and angry). We have done
lots of experiments in class 7 such as the floating and sinking
experiment, the jellies experiment and the dancing raisin
experiment. We really enjoy participating in these experiments and
guessing what the outcome of the experiment might be. Class 7 have
enjoyed numerous social outing trips with the most recent trip going
to the cinema and then onto the chipper. Other social outing trips
have included going to the phoenix park museum and café shop,
Cumiskeys restaurant, Áras an Uachataráin and going to local coffee
trailers for hot chocolate. Whilst on social outing trips we aim to
develop money skills, independent living skills and road safety skills.
Class 7 created a beautiful valentine’s art display board and even
created some valentine gifts for their parents at home. Class 7 are
currently creating some art work for St. Patrick’s day and we are
looking forward to the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations.

Room 8:

Room 8: School Newsletter - March

Since returning to school after the Christmas break all the gang in
room 8 have settled back into school life with considerable ease and
they are continuing to forge great friendships with one another. The
students have proven themselves eager and willing to continue and
enhance their learning, however more importantly our pupils have
really enjoyed rekindling their friendship with one another. We have
continued to place significant emphasis on learning and indeed
practicing the key components of personal care and good hygiene.
Every student has responded really well and they are putting a huge
effort into this aspect of their learning, which is very pleasing to see.
The group as always have been creating fabulous pieces of art,
during the past few weeks we focused two artistic themes, the
celebration of the Chinese New Year and St Valentine’s Day. The lads
have been really enjoying their Home economic lessons in the school
kitchen, as well as this we have been preparing healthy snacks in the
classroom. The pupils made some delicious fruit smoothies, which
went down a treat. All students are working hard with all their work
based learning tasks/activities, social/nature walks and frequent trips
to the school shop have also been enjoyed by the entire group. This
group are a very active bunch and they all love their dancing and PE
lessons; they have been putting a super effort in to these activities
on a daily basis. Over the past few weeks the group also took part in
our school’s science week, during this period the group engaged in
numerous science experiments, all our pupils really enjoyed and
relished participating in these activities. All the staff in room 8, thank
you the parents for your continued support and we hope everyone
keeps healthy and safe!

Room 9: Room 9 have been having lots of fun this term. We are
doing lots of sensory play and getting out for walks looking for the
first signs of spring and feeding the birds. They go swimming
regularly and love getting into the pool and splashing around! Here
are some photos of all the fun being had in Room 9.
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Room 10: Room 10 has had a great start to the term, we have been
going on lots of social outings to the restaurant and cafe. We love
going to the Breffni for chips and the Hole in the Wall for a hot
chocolate! We also love going to the shop to practice our social skills.
We are lucky to have lots of great shops nearby! We have even been
to the cinema and McDonalds! We get the bus to Blanchardstown
Centre, it is great fun sitting upstairs and looking out the front
window. We are working hard in class too, and are enjoying yoga,
Attention Autism, group activities, arts & crafts and our weekly
breakfast club! We have started rowing lessons which are going
great, and we keep active by getting out for a walk every day.

Claire

Home Economics: Home economics class pupils made Lovely
heart

shaped biscuits for their family and enjoyed

pancakes
on Pancake Tuesday.Junior classes are learning
Hygiene and safety in the kitchen.Senior classes are improving their
culinary and life skills by learning how to cut and peel to make
dishes such as Roast and Garlic potatoes

.

P.E: St. Vincent’s PE News 2022
Hi everyone and welcome back to school after the midterm break.
We have been working very hard in PE since September.
We’ve been working on lots of different skills from running, dodging,
throwing, catching to skipping. balancing and side stepping.

Room 8 are our Active School Flag Committee and have been really
busy this year as we are applying for our schools second Active
School Flag. They have been promoting being active throughout the
whole school and they are sending home a physical activity survey to
see how active we are outside of school too. When you are sending
back your completed survey, you can let us know if you have any
suggestions.
We’re also been taking part in the Laya Super Troopers Schools
Programme which includes lots of different physical activities to keep
us moving and different ways to keep us healthy.

Leinster Tag Rugby visited our school recently. We had lots of fun
learning how to play tag rugby and practising our rugby skills.
Rowing Ireland have just started a 6 week rowing programme for our
senior classes. We are really enjoying it so far and we even have a
500m rowing challenge for our staff.

