St Vincent’s Special School: Back to School (February) Newsletter
Room 1
What a start to term 2! In these strange and worrying times our children were still doing great
learning at home!
Now that we are back in the school the children are really happy and have just picked up
where they left off before Christmas! We are continuing to work on independent skills in
Room 1 and encouraging the children to communicate their feelings. And the sun is shining
so we will hopefully be out and about a lot more looking for signs of Spring.
We love sensory play in Room 1 so there is always some water, sand, play-dough, gloop on
the go in here. We have made Valentine’s cards and lovely chocolaty pancakes since we
came back.
Here are just some photos of the great work the children have been getting up to since our
return to school.

Room 2
Newsletter February 2021

Dear parents
Thank you for all your support with remote learning. I would like to share what we were
doing in room 2 before Christmas and how we are settling in since we returned on February
the 11th. December was a very exciting month as we fully welcomed the winter season and
prepared for the Christmas Holidays. We have been working very hard in fine motor skills
by cooking, threading, fishing games, posting activities, play dough, painting and sensory
play. Fine motor development is very important to lay foundations for writing, dressing skills
and many more.

We also learn a lot through sensory play – coloured rice, gloop, play dough, finger painting,
saving foam and outdoor play. Sensory activities provide cross curricular learning: Science,
Language and it can regulate and calm the pupils. We incorporate numeracy, History,
Language in all play opportunities. The pupils are developing important social skills like turn
taking, personal space and respect towards each other. There are lots of play interactions and
giggles among them. The classroom play shop and the construction area are the favourite
ones for group play. Some pupils are very shy to talk to adults but I can hear words coming
from spontaneous play e.g. “stop it”, “Please”, “What do you want”.

We celebrated Valentine’s Day and Pancake Tuesday in February. We have been discussed
how we can show our love and appreciation to important people in our lives. We tried
different flavours on Pancake Tuesday: sour, sweets, fruits and chocolate.
We are looking forward Spring and the warmer months ahead.
Katia
___________________________________________________________________________

Room 3
We have all settled back into school after the long break. It has been lovely to see everyone
back working hard and having lots of fun. This term we have been learning all about Spring
and celebrating pancake Tuesday and Valentine’s Day. The students have also been working
hard on using their Visuals such as PECs, Choice cards and First and Then cards. We are
looking forward to having the whole class back together soon.

Room 4
Back to school!
Room 4 were delighted to return to school after a long spell at home completing home
learning. It is nice to get back into a routine and back to a different type of normal. Over the
last few weeks we had lots of fun in art working hard on mark making and fine motor skills,
playing games such as cards, bingo and digital games on the whiteboard. We had great fun
making a healthy snack (smoothie) as a class as part of our module on personal health and
wellbeing. The students worked hard to improve their hand hygiene skills and trying their
best to social distance. We spent time out in nature of course socially distancing while
walking around the grounds to improve social skills, orienteering and to introduce some
physical activity into the student’s day again.

Room 5
All Students in Room 5 are delighted to be back in the school environment. They have been
working very well.
This term, we will be focusing on the Junior Cert Cycle 1 programme life skills and money.
We will also be working on the Incredible Edibles project.
This will enable students to learn about growing fruit and vegetables.

Room 6
I would like to welcome both children and parents back to St. Vincent’s NS. It has
been a difficult time not being in school and I hope everyone is keeping safe and well.
Lockdown was very difficult but I hope that the children enjoyed the tasks, activities,
audio and video that I sent through Seesaw. The wellbeing and safety of each
individual child in room 6 takes priority in my classroom. Children and staff will be
adhering to safety protocols such as washing hands, proximity control, physical
distancing, and respiratory etiquette and staff will be wearing masks at all time.
As Easter is approaching and the weather is getting good, room 6 will be utilizing the
field for walks, the sensory garden and the whole campus for activities. Room 6 will
be a class where children will be educated, nurtured and where they build up social
and life skills. Co-operative work and group work as well as circle time themes are
extremely beneficial. Children can work as a team while also working on their own
initiative.
Room 6 are in the process of growing herbs and flowers. We have purchased two
poly tunnels and we will be using them as often as possible. Fun and creativity are
paramount and I want children to express themselves through the arts and music.
Aistear is a very important part of our day and we enjoy problem solving and using
our imagination.
Parents can contact me via email, note or phone at any time. I feel it is vital that
parents and teacher have a positive working relationship, where there is trust and
communication. Both parties have the best interests for each child in room 6. I hope
everyone keeps safe and I know we will all get through this together. As Roald Dahl
once said “Try to be optimistic even when things look hopeless”.

Room 7
News for school website
We have been settling back into school life very well in Room 7. We have had lots of
conversation time, catching up after our long break. We have also started working on our
School Leaver’s and JC2 programmes. We have also spent a lot of time on social training. We
have taken walks to the shop and the post office with emphasis on road safety and recognising
safety signs in the environment.

Room 8
Students in class 8 have returned to school and are enjoying being back. Every day they
work on literacy/numeracy, life skills, SESE and other various programmes. All students
are working very hard with their dedicated SNA Emma and teacher John. Social distancing,
hand hygiene and coughing etiquette are in everyone's mind as the cases remain
high. Wishing all students a great term.

Room 9
Back to School (February) Newsletter
All the lads in room 9 have settled back into school life with considerable ease and they are
showing very little ill effects of having such a long (unfortunate) break. The lads have
proven themselves eager and willing to continue and enhance their learning, however more
importantly our pupils have really enjoyed rekindling their friendship with one another.
Once again we have been putting a huge emphasis on learning and indeed practicing the
key components of personal care and good hygiene. Every student has responded really
well and they are putting a huge effort into this aspect of their learning, which is very
pleasing to see. The group as always have been creating fabulous pieces of art, during the
month of February we focused on a St Valentine’s Day theme, the lads made some great
pieces of art to give to their loved ones. On Pancake Tuesday we went all out and purchased
some lovely homemade pancakes in the local supermarket, the lads really enjoyed their
pancakes.
Since returning to school we have put a strong onus on outdoor activities, the lads have
really enjoyed participating in our active school clean up task. All the lads have really
embraced this task and they are playing an active role is caring for our environment here at
St Vincent’s. All students are working hard with all their work based learning
tasks/activities, social/nature walks and frequent trips to the school shop have also been
enjoyed by the entire group. This group love their dancing and PE lessons, they have been
flying down the gym and putting a super effort in to these activities. Physical exercise and
eating/drinking well are vital components of producing a strong immune system, which is
important to maintain during this unprecedented and testing time.
We the staff are delighted to be back where we belong and we hope everyone keeps
healthy and safe!

Room 10
Room 10 have been delighted to be back in school. We have been learning about spring and
went on a nature walk around the grounds to look for signs of spring. We saw some flower
buds and daffodils and lots of birds and new green leaves. We also got some new outdoor
gym equipment and the students have loved trying them out! We have breakfast club every
week which promotes independence and life skill development.

Home Economics

PE
Hi all,
We are delighted to announce that we have had our very own school out door gym and fitness
area recently installed in our yard. Last year we visited the local park and used the outdoor
gym there. We researched what machines would work best for our school and now we are
ready to. We are delighted with the new gym and are ready to work out in our PE classes and
break times.

